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cleaning seaweed and algae from their beaches. Traditionally they
have treated this flotsam as refuse and hauled it off to dumps.
More recently, though, experts across the continent have been wondering
if Europe’s seaside regions are throwing away a valuable natural resource.

Could seaweed be recycled? The CosCo project through INTERREG IIIC
unites nine partners from five
countries who are now together
developing ingenious economic
- ways to do just that: save
| money and cut waste while
. conserving the environment.

M any coastal communities that rely on tourism spend a fortune

The project is exploring
strategies and technology for
cleaning beaches, such as
specialised machinery; and
developing and marketing new
products made from seaweed
and algae.

Dozens of promising uses

Seaweed can be used for insulation in buildings or as cat litter. There are
also many other promising applications such as in medicine, cosmetics,
packaging and agriculture - and even food.

The problem of what to do with flotsam is shared right across Europe’s
seaside regions, just as the fresh ideas and expertise on its potential uses
are distributed far and wide. INTERREG IIIC and CosCo have helped bring
together experience and knowledge.

Like all the best INTERREG IIIC projects, it brings great practical ideas to
the communities who need them most, in order to improve the value of
their public services and their quality of life.

“It makes sense with regard to both the environment and the economy,”
said Melanie Fadel, EU coordinator for the Klutzer Winkel Authority in
Northern Germany, which is the lead partner of the CosCo project. “The
aim is to strengthen the regional economy, create new jobs and improve
the conditions for tourism.”

CosCo has a budget of 1.56 million euros, of which 1.0 million is provided
by INTERREG IIIC.
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