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Introduction

The Ria de Aveiro, situated in the Central Region of Portugal, is a coastal
lagoon that is subject to the influence of the tides. This has resulted in a set of
characteristic biotopes, which enable antropic and natural process. Each of these
biotopes will, if managed and controlled correctly, allow simultaneously the
biodiversity and integration of making in the landscape of the wetland.

The characteristics of the lagoon and the socio-economics activities developed
inside and around the area during the last decades are strictly dependent of the
navigability conditions of the several branches showing the strong link between
the differences activities and the lagoon

From the 109 quays that existed in the past, only 37 are presently in use. The
remaining quays either have disappeared altogether, or are now in an advanced
state of degradation. The cultural and historic importance of these particular
quays and the strategies defined in order to revitalise the Ria de Aveiro as a
whole, have develop a recovery and valorization Quay’s Plan, representative of
these several potentialities and interests of the population of Aveiro’s District,
serving the integrated management goals.

This presentation shows the results obtained during the first year of this (1999)

pilot project, especially the strategies of intervention defined inside the
Partnership inside the MARIA Program (LIFE’96).

Recuperation And Valorisation Of The Quays

Due to the lagoon characteristics of the Ria de Aveiro, the socio-economic
activities developed in its surroundings along times occurred in a close
dependency of the navigability of its channels. The use of the channels to
transport people, cattle and merchandise, when other highways along the Ria
where almost non-existent, implicate the existence of numerous quays in the
riverain villages. Only 37 of the 107 quays are still in use. Most of the quays
have suffer degradation during the times due to the lack of use, some have
disappeared and others are too degraded and the recuperation will be very
difficult. Attending to the historical and cultural meaning of this quays and to
their importance in the revitalisation of the Ria it is important to develop one
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quay recuperation and revitalisation plan. That presents the potentialities and
interests that can contribute to the welfare of the population that can use it, on an
integrated management perspective.

Objectives

With this pilot-project we will try to find solutions that stimulate an increasing
involvement of the waterfront communities making possible one future
revitalisation of the Ria itself, encouraging its leisure and recreational
components. In this sense we consider as necessary:

- Typify the adaptation of che quays to the potential uses of the annex
waterfront margins.

- Define strategies to the physic recuperation and qualification of the quays.

- Implement revitalisation strategies.

Methodology

The methodological approach in this pilot-project comprehends seven different
phases:

e I* PHASE: the Ria dynamics knowledge will help the definition of
guidelines for the intervention actions;

e 2" PHASE: study and diagnosis of the Ria (potentialities/problems/
vocations), its navigability, the interest of the navigation activities and the
municipalities interventions;

e 3" PHASE: elaboration of theoretical models to the revitalisation of the
quays;

o 4™ PHASE: evaluation of the various quays and selection by multi-criteria
analysis of those who will be object of intervention;

5™ PHASE: the model of revitalisation will be applied to the target quays;

e 6" PHASE: elaboration of the conclusions and recommendations about the
developed theory and practice

o 7™ PHASE: the most appropriate models of revitalisation to each quay will
be applied.

In what concerns to the necessary means to develop this pilot project we can
refer its diversity in terms of type and use during the different phases of the
work. In terms of documented information we will use the disposable
bibliography, works already effectuated in Ria area, reference work models,
Municipality Master Plans and Urban Plans, some interviews with the
municipalities, questionnaires to population and cultural and sportive
associations, and Harbour Administration advisory field work.
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As a consequence of the developed work we aim to reach the following results:

- identify the number of quays that are rather degraded and in deep
need to be revitalised;

- identify the existence of areas with a great tourist potentiality;

- identify the diversity of uses and decay of traditional activities;

- reanimate the traditional activities and the uses of the Ria by the
local communities and municipalities;

- implement revitalisation models to some of the quays of the Ria de
Aveiro.

Discussion Of The Expected Results

Taking into account the objectives of this project, we have the expectation of
identifying the virtues and insufficiencies of integrated management for the “Ria
de Aveiro”. This way we can identify integrated coastal zone management
methodologies, in particular for wetlands. In anticipation of obtaining a negative
reaction, it is our expectation to identify mechanisms that permit the
reformulation of one such structure capable to dispute with the diversity and
multiplicity of aspects related to physical planning and conservation of this area.

The innovating character of this integrated approach of physical planning and
management (considered necessary in promoting the sustainable development
of the coastal zones) has for itself one group of difficulties and risks due to the
non-existence of a consistent theoretical reference that supports the
implementation of projects with this characteristics. If we associate to this point
the social, institutional and political contexts in which the project develops,
namely in regard to the weak tradition of planning, participation and cooperation
of agents in Portugal and the low level of involvement in partnership (legally
conditioned by the political calendar), the difficulties and risks inherent to the
project increase.

Meanwhile the acquired experience by the actual partnership during the MARIA
project (LIFE’96) constitutes a benefit from the actual project. That
circumstance is much more evident if we consider the quantity and diversity of
entities which form the actual partnership. The entities represent different legal
levels and capabilities intervening in the Ria area with different perspectives of
use and with specific dynamics and co-operating to achieve the sustainable
development to this region.

Integrated management of coastal zones is a subject of the European Union
agenda and this project can contribute to develop strategies at this level. The
contribution of ESGIRA-MARIA project presents an operative feature because
it pretends to test the capacity of the management structure through the
development of pilot-projects in the resolution of the problems that affect the
coastal lagoons.

632



References

ALVES, F.; BOGATAJ, M.; BUCHHOLZ, H.; FERREIRA, J.C.; HERAS
SEVILLA, A.; JOORDENS, C.A.;, IANNARELLI, E.D.; PENNING-
ROWSELL; E.P.; RUDOLPH, K.U. & VALLEGA, A. (1997) - “Workshop
Report on Coastal Urbanisation” in Transdiciplinary Euroconference on Coastal
Management Reserach, edited by European Science Foudation, Barcelona,
Dezembro, pp.69-75

ALVES, F., PINTO, L., FERREIRA, L., MARTINS, F. & COELHO, C.
(1997) - “A Integrated Management Programme for Ria de Aveiro — a
Portuguese case study”; in Actas do 6th EUCC International Conference —
Coastlines’97, “Connecting European and Mediterranean Coasts”, Nipoles —
Italia

ALVES, F. MARTINS, F.; CABRAL, J., & COELHO, C. - “ Intervening in
Qualificatioon and Evaluation — the example of Aveiro’s University Campus
(Portugal). In LITTORAL’98 Fourth International Conference, Barcelona, 14 a
17 de Setembro

CABARRAO, M. (1997) - “Programa de Revitalizagdo para a Ria de
Aveiro”, Projecto-fc, Relatorio Final, Departamento de Ambiente e
Ordenamento. Universidade de Aveiro.

CCE (1996); “ Towards Sustainability - Progress Report From The
Comission on The Implementation of The European Community Programme of
Policy and Action in Relation to The environment and Sustainable
Development”; COM (95) 624 final, Brussels

CE (1996) - “Ensuring a Common Understanding of ICZM - Concepts
Within The Teams of The European Demonstration Programme on Integrated
Management of Coastal Zones”; CZ DEMO 96-3; (policopiado pp.16)

COELHO, C., MARTINS, F. & ALVES, F., (1998) - “The Contribute of The
Demonstration Programme to The Coastal Management in Portugal”, IGU —
International Geographical Union, The Atlantique: Past, Present and Future, 30
de Agosto a 3 Setembro, Lisboa

DAO/UA, (1996) - “ Programa de Gestdo Integrada para a Ria de Aveiro-
MARIA”, Project Proposal LIFE96, Maio.

EC (1997) - “Better Management of Coastal Resources — a European
programme for integrated coastal zone management”; Brussels, Luxembourg;
pp-47

EC (1998) - “Demonstration Programme on Integrated Coastal Zone
Management Meetings of the Project leaders and National Experts , 10-11/6/98,
Lisbon”, Doc.ICZM/98/03, DGXI, Brussels.

GOMES F. & ALVES F(1997) - “A Critical View About The Coastal Zone
Management Plans in Portugal”, Congresso “Environmental Challenges in a
Expanding Urban World and The Role of Emerging Information Technologies,
Editado por J. Reis Machado & Jack Ahern; (1997), CNIG, Lisboa, pp.515.

MARTINS, F.; COELHO, C., (1997) - “ A Componente de Parceria na
Gestdo Integrada da Zona Costeira — reflexdes tedricas sobre o tema no contexto
comunitdrio”, in Actas do Seminario sobre a Zona Costeira do Algarve

633



(Discussdo Multidisciplinar dos Problemas Existentes), Universidade do
Algarve, Faro, EUROCOAST, pp.89-95.

MARTINS, F.; COELHO, C., (1997) - “ Programme of Integrated
Management for the “Ria de Aveiro” — MARIA, in Environmental Monitoring
and Assessment of the Beach and Sand-Dunes Systems, North Sea Gas Terminal
St. Fergus, Aberdeenshire, 11™-13"" September.

MARTINS F.; ALVES, F.; SEIXAS, A;VELOSO GOMES, F (1997) -
“Evaluation of Coastal Zone Management Plans in Portugal”; in Proceedings of
Coastal Zone 97 The Next 25 Years — Charting the Future of Coastal Zone
Management, Edited by Martin Miller and Jessica Cogan, Boston,
Massachusetts, 19 — 25 de July; Vol. I; pp. 78-80

MARTINS, F., PINTO, L.; ALVES, F., FERREIRA, I & COELHO C.
(1998) - “The Application of Integrated Coastal Zone Management Concepts to
a Portuguese Case-Study:, Coastal Zone, 98, Victoria, BC, Canad4, 30 de
Agosto a 3 de Setembro.

MUNOZ; J. B. (1997) - “Medio Ambiente y Desarrollo en las Areas
Litorales — guia préctica para la planification y gestion integrada”; Geographia
Generalis n° 4, Edi¢do Oikos-Tau, Barcelona; pp.160

TAUSSIK, J. & GUBBAY, S, (1996) - “Networking in Integrated Coastal
Zone Management”, Partnership in Coastal Zone Management, Cardigan, Edited
by Jane Taussik & Julian Mitchell; U.K., Samara Publishing Limited, pp. 57-63

Fatima Alves & Filomena Martins
Department of Environment and Planning
University of Aveiro Campus Universitario
3810-193 Aveiro, Portugal

Phone: (351) 234 370831

Fax: (351) 234 429290.

E-mails: malves@dao.ua.pt & filo@dao.ua.pt

634



